
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES FIELD MAJOR 
APPLICATION TO DECLARE 

 

Please read the following carefully: 
 
NOTE: The completed application packet with all materials listed below must be handed to an 
ISF faculty adviser in person.  
 

NOTE: 
As soon as you have completed at least one of the world civilization pre-requisites, you are 
eligible to declare the major application.  However, you are eligible to submit your 
application when you have enrolled in one of the world civi l ization courses, 
but you wil l  not be officially admitted to the major unti l  ONE OF THESE PRE-

REQUISITES has been completed and the grade posted to your transcript.  Your 
application wil l  be considered “pending” unti l  this requirement is satisfied.  

 
 
 
We accept applications in the fall and spring semesters, and there is no application deadline.  However, WE DO NOT PROCESS 
APPLICATIONS DURING THE SUMMER. 
 
You must have been in the major at least ONE semester prior to the semester in which you plan to graduate - plan carefully.  No one 
may apply and graduate in the same semester. 

 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST:  

 
Please compile your application in this order (processing of your application may be delayed if 

you do not include ALL of the following): 
 
•  ___ Application Information Sheet  (attached) - Please type or print clearly. 
 
•  ___ Proposed Program in the ISF Major(attached)  
 
•  ___ Statement of Purpose/Application Essay - Please attach a typed essay (approximately 500 words/2 pages double-spaced) 
describing your  proposed Area of Concentration. 
 
•  ___ Transcript of all college work - Unofficial copies are acceptable.  Your name should appear on BEAR-FACTS copies.  If you are 
using courses from other schools then you MUST include a transcript.,  If a transcript is unavailable, include a copy of your DARS 
report showing the transfer coursework, providing you submitted an official transcript to Admissions.  
 
•  ___ Current Class Schedule (if enrolled) – A printout is available from BEAR-FACTS. 
 
•  ___ Petition to Declare a Major  (attached)  
 
•  ___ Program Planning Form /4 year plan  (attached) 
            (revised 8/16/10) 

 
 



 
 
 

Statement of Purpose  -  Application Essay Instructions - ISF Major 
 

You should include a discussion of the issues, problems, issue or question you wish to 
explore, as well as the general fields you intend to include in your study. If you are uncertain 
how to begin, you may want to start by addressing a few of the questions below to begin 
thinking about how you might frame your statement.  Finally, make certain that you develop 
your ideas adequately and that you present them coherently and clearly.   
 

 
1. Is there a research question (issue, social problem, etc) you wish to answer?  If so, what 

is that question? 
 

2. What are your disciplinary perspectives (sociology, economics, public health, philosophy, 
etc.)? 

 
3. Which courses have you taken already which reflect your primary research interests? 

 
4. Which courses do you plan to take?  How will they support your research? 

 
5. Do you plan to study abroad and incorporate your work there into your research? 

 
6. Which languages do you speak? 

 
7. How will you incorporate your linguistic capacities into your research? 

 
8. What will be the topic of your senior thesis? 

 
9. Do you plan to continue this research after graduating from U.C. Berkeley? 

 
10.If you are a sophomore or junior, have you informed yourself about the research 

fellowships available at U.C. Berkeley? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPLICATION INFORMATION SHEET:  ISF MAJOR 
 
Name:      Student ID #   Date Entered UC    
LOCAL 
Address:       City:     Zip:   
         
Local Phone:  (            )                 E-mail address:       
   
 
 
 

P lease read CAREFULLY and init ial :  
 
Once you are admitted to ISF you will require a new Adviser Code (AC) each semester in order to enroll in classes through Tele-BEARS 
–only your faculty adviser can issue this to you in person.     
 
In order to receive your AC you will need to complete a Tele-BEARS advising form and retrieve your student file (both available from 
235 Evans) and meet with your faculty adviser.  Studying abroad? You should e-mail your adviser and include a list of your intended 
classes and request your AC in advance of your Tele-BEARS appointment time. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: ACs wil l  not be released during summer or via email  
 
 
        
student initials   date 

 

Area of Concentration:            
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

World Civilization Prerequisite:  
 
For the world civilization requirement(s) taken before declaring, a PASS grade either from UCB or a junior college will be acceptable. If 
the classes do not appear in the ISF Student Handbook, then you must have a faculty adviser initial below to indicate their approval. It 
is recommended that you provide a catalog description and syllabus of the course you wish to be considered, or a printout from 
www.assist.org. 
 
Pre-1600:      (EXAMPLE:  The Golden Age of Greece, Classics 10A, B+, 3, Fall'90, UCB) 
 
                                                                         
(Course Name)     (Dept. and No.)         (Grade)  (Units)      (Sem/Year)  (where)    
 

Post-1600:    (EXAMPLE:  Modern Europe, History 158A,  B+, 3, Fall'05, UCB) 
 
                                                                         
(Course Name)     (Dept. and No.)         (Grade)  (Units)      (Sem/Year)  (where)    
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Faculty Adviser:    
Please indicate below the faculty adviser with whom you wish to work.  If no adviser is indicated, one will be assigned to you. 
    

        
 



PROPOSED PROGRAM IN THE ISF MAJOR 
 
 
Name:         Date:      
 
  

--- ALL COURSES FOR THE MAJOR MUST BE TAKEN FOR A LETTER GRADE --- 
 
Area of Concentration:           
 
As a part of the application process for the ISF major, you are expected to prepare a proposed course plan for your Area of 
Concentration.  This plan is not necessari ly  f inal ,  but it will be an aid in helping you organize your courses each semester.  
Select courses from relevant disciplines that you think will help you understand the problems or issues you have emphasized in your 
Area of Concentration. 
 
Your list must include courses from at least three fields or disciplines.  You will be required to take at least 6 upper division courses 
for your Area totaling at least 20 units. No more than three courses from any one discipline may be used for your Area of 
Concentration.  You should include 8-10 courses to accommodate course availability, schedule flexibility, and change of heart.  
 
 

COMPLETED Upper Division Courses for your Area of Concentration: 
List upper division courses you have completed that you wish be included in your Area of Concentration.   
EXAMPLE:   Classics 100A, Greek Lit., (4), UCLA 

1.              

2.              

3.              

4.              
 
PROPOSED Upper Division Courses for your Area of Concentration:  
PLEASE INCLUDE DEPT., COURSE #, TITLE, UNITS, & WHERE. EXAMPLE:   Classics 100A, Greek Lit., (4), UCB 

1.              

2.              

3.              

4.              

5.              

6.              

7.              

8.              

9.              

10.              
 

When do you plan to enroll in the required ISF theory/methods and thesis classes:  
 

ISF 100A     (Semester/Year)   
ISF 100B/C/D/E/F     (Semester/Year) 
ISF 190 or ISF H195    (Semester/Year) 



 



 


